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CELEBRATION OF LIFE
FOR
MAUREEN (MAURA) URSENBACH BEECHER

MARCH 19, 1935 - NOVEMBER 18, 2025

PRELUDE
WELCOME

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Dear friends, we gather this day on the traditional and unceded territory of
the Algonquin Nation.
May we always dwell on this land with respect and peace.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.



| am the Resurrection and | am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me
shall have life, even though they die. And everyone who has life, and is
committed to me in faith, shall not die for ever. John 11:25-26

OPENING PRAYER

God of all consolation, in your unending love and mercy you turn the
darkness of death into the dawn of new life. Show compassion on your
people in their sorrow. Be our refuge and our strength to lift us from the
darkness of grief to the peace and light of your presence. Your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, by dying for us, conquered death and by rising again,
restored life. May we then go forward eagerly to meet him, and, after our
life on earth, be reunited with our brothers and sisters where every tear will
be wiped away. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.

REMEMBERING MAURA

Gordon Johnston
Julianne Parfett
Charlotte Parfett
Dan Beecher
Bronwen Beecher

HYMN 276 For All the Saints

THE COLLECT

O God, the maker and redeemer of all, grant us, with your servant Maura
and all the faithful departed, the sure benefits of your Son’s saving passion
and glorious resurrection; that in the last day, when you gather up all
things in Christ, we may with them enjoy the fullness of your promises;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in unity of the
Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

RuTH 1:1-17

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he



and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But
Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.
These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of
the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and
her husband.

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of
Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had
considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place
where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they
went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house.” Then
she kissed them, and they wept aloud. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has
gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”
But Ruth said,
"Do not press me to leave you,
to turn back from following you!
Where you go, | will go;
where you lodge, | will lodge;
your people shall be my people
and your God my God.
Where you dig, | will die,
and there will | be burted.
May the LORD do thus to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 40:1-4, 9-12
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| waited patiently upon the Lord;

he stooped to me and heard my cry.

He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay;
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.
Happy are they who trust in the Lord!

They do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.

In the roll of the book it is written concerning me:

'l love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.
| proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation;

behold, | did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know.

Your righteousness have | not hidden in my heart;

| have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;

| have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great
congregation.

You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me;
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever.

JAMES 1:19-26

You must understand this, my beloved brothers and sisters: let everyone be
quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger, for human anger does not
produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted
word that has the power to save your souls.

But be doers of the word and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.
For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who
look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going
away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget
but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.



If any think they are religious and do not bridle their tongues but deceive
their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 500 Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant

LUKE 11:5-11

May God be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a
friend of mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.” And he
answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked,
and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you
anything.’ | tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything
out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs.

“So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,
the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child
asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish?

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION

SoLo Panis angelicus (César Franck) - Grayson Nesbitt, tenor



PRAYERS
Let us pray.

God of grace and glory, we thank you for Maura, who was so near and dear
to us, and who has now been taken from us.

We thank you for the friendship she gave and for the strength and peace
she brought.

We thank you for the love she offered and received while she was with us
on earth.

We pray that nothing good in this woman'’s life will be lost, but will be of
benefit to the world; that all that was important to her will be respected by
those who follow; and that everything in which she was great will continue
to mean much to us now that she is dead.

We ask you that she may go on living in her children, her family and her
friends; in their hearts and minds, in their courage and their consciences.

We ask you that we who were close to her may now, because of her death,
be even closer to each other, and that we may, in peace and friendship here
on earth, always be deeply conscious of your promise to be faithful to us in
death.

We pray for ourselves, who are severely tested by this death, that we do not
try to minimize this loss, or seek refuge from it in words alone, and also
that we do not brood over it so that it overwhelms us and isolates us from
others.

May God grant us courage and confidence in the new life of Christ.
We ask this in the name of the risen Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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DUET Esurientes from Magnificat (C.P.E. Bach)

THE COMMENDATION

Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow
and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. You only
are immortal, the creator and maker of all; and we are mortal, formed
of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when
you created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with
your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but
life everlasting.

Into your hands, O merciful Saviour, we commend your servant, Maura.
Acknowledge, we pray, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock,
a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of
the saints in light. Amen.

Rest eternal grant to Maura, O Lord.
And let light perpetual shine upon her. May her soul, and the souls of
all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.



BLESSING

May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
equip you with everything good that you may do God's will, working tn you
that which is pleasing in his sight, and the blessing of God, the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit be with you all now and ever more. Amen.

Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

RECEPTION

Please join us for a reception in the Parish Hall inmediately following the service.

WORSHIP ROSTER

PREACHER/ PRESIDER The Reverend Canon Gary van der Meer
MUSIC DIRECTOR Nicholas Busch
REMEMBRANCES Gordon Johnston

Julianne Parfett

Charlotte Parfett

Daniel Beecher

Bronwen Beecher

READERS Mary Frances Marshall, Gaston Michaud
CANTORS Cara Gilbertson and Grayson Nesbitt
PRAYERS Brian Cameron

SIDESPEOPLE

TOWER BELL

ALTAR GUILD

AUDIO TECH

HOST / LOCK UP DUTY

LITURGY: The Book of Alternative Services ©1985 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Used with
permission. Readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717402. All rights reserved.
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